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TORINO INCONTRA

VENEZIA 2011
Vadim-Alec BARTOS

In calitate de membru al
AS.IT.AF (Asociatia Astrofilate-
listilor Italieni), am avut onoarea
sd particip la doua evenimente
organizate in Italia: expozitia
necompetitiva de astrofilatelie
TORINO INCONTRA si expozitia
nationala VENEZIA 2011.

La primul dintre evenimente,
50 Anni di volo umano nello spat-
zio ce a avut loc la Torino in pe-
rioada 11-14 aprilie 2011, par-
ticipantii au avut ocazia sa ia
parte la intalniri, conferinte si
dezbateri de-a lungul celor patru
zile, in diferite locatii din oras. Pe
langa sansa de a afla informatii
de ultima ord in ce priveste ex-
plorarea spatiului de la oameni
direct implicati’, cei prezenti au
avut onoarea de a-i intalni pe
cativa dintre exploratorii cosmo-
sului. Invitati de prima mén3, as-
tronautul american  Walter
Cunningham (Apollo 7), cosmo-
nautul rus Valerii Ivanovici Toka-
rev (STS-96, Soiuz TMA-7, ISS
Expedition 12) si astronautul ita-
lian Maurizio Cheli (STS-75) care
au prezentat diferite lucrari si au
participat la intalniri cu publicul.

Autor al cartii The All Ameri-
can Boys, partea umand a pro-
gramului spatial, domnul Walter
Cunningham gi-a prezentat editia
revizuita a cartii la prima ei tra-
ducere in limba italian&. Prezen-
tarile.au avut loc atat la Torino
cat si la Milano, ocazie cu care
am avut deosebita sansa sa il
insotesc timp de doua zile pe
domnul Walter Cunningham si
sotia sa Dot la Milano si in impre-
jurimile orasului Torino in com-
pania presedintelui AS.IT.AF
domnul Umber- to Cavallaro. Nu
este pentru prima data cand am
ocazia sa cunosc un cosmonaut
sau astronaut dar mi-a fost

confirmat inca o datd, daca mai

era nevoie, ca sunt pe langa niste
supraoameni niste OAMENI intr-
adevar deosebiti, un exemplu
pentru oricine de caracter, am-
bitie, devotament, altruism (si
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lista ar putea con-
tinua pana in cos-
mos), dar nu in
ultimul rédnd, un
exemplu de mo-
destie!

Domnul Caval-
laro a fost sufletul
acestor manifesta-
ri. Pasiunea sa
pentru astrofilate-
lie si explorarea
spatiului i-a insuf-
letit pe toti cei
prezentisi a dus la
realizarea unor e-

venimente de cel mai inalt nivel.

Tn cadrul acestor evenimente,
o atentie aparte i-a fost acordata
bineinteles expozitiei astrofilate-
lice. La aceasta am fost si eu in-
vitat sa iau parte, atat ca par-
ticipant cu exponatul meu Sovi-
et’s International Manned Space
Flights, cat si ca realizator a gra-
ficii materialelor emise cu acest
prilej (afise, carti postale ilus-
trate - Fig. 1, stampila etc).

Expozitia astrofilatelica TO-
RINO INCONTRA, expozitie ne-
competitiva, ce a avut loc in
cadrul evenimentelor mai sus
mentionate intre 12-14 aprilie
2011, a adus in fata privitorilor,
exponate de aur incluzand piese
de muzeu. Printre acestea plicu-
rile zburate pe Luna (Fig. 2 - 4)
din colectia domnului Cavallaro,
unul dintre cele 25 de plicuri
zburate in cadrul proiectului
Apollo-Soiuz (cosmonautul Vale-
rii Kubasov - Soiuz 19, a confir-
mat existenta acestor plicuri),
aflat tot in colectia presedintelui
AS.IT.AF (Fig. 5) sau telegramele
originale sovietice din colectia

domnului Renzo Monateri prin
care Nikita S. Hrusciov il felicita
pe luri Gagarin.

La expozitia de la Torino au
fost prezentate 17 colectii de as-
trofilatelie.

Tot cu aceasta ocazie Posta
italiana a lansat la Torino (gratie
inca odata neobositului Um-
berto Cavallaro) marca postald
adeziva de 0,75 € celebrand 50°
Anniversario del primo volo
umano nello spazio machetata
de G. Milite si la a carei stampila
P.Z. am avut si eu o varianta de
design, schimbata insa in uitimul
moment de teama problemelor
de copyright ridicate de familia
lui Gagarin®. Timbrul a fost la
dispozitia celor prezenti atat
pentru realizarea produselor per-
sonale, cat si intr-o formula cu-
noscuta colectionarilor romani -
0 mapa speciald cu editie limi-
tata incluzand toate produsele fi-
latelice emise de Posta italiana
cu acest prilej.

Cei prezenti au avut ocazia sa
achizitioneze cartea domnului
Cunningham si sa obtina auto-
graful acestuia pe volum, p-p p

! Torino are institutii si companii care se ocup3 direct de cercetar=a si explorarea
spatiului, colaborari cu Agentia Spatiald Europeand si contracte in ce priveste
intretinerea si dezvoltarea Statiei Spatiale Internationale (ISS) - ca fapt divers,
apa care se bea la bordul statiei orbitale ISS provine din izvoare din regiunea
Torino. Ca fapt si mai divers, apa este diferita pentru cosmonauti si astronauti.
Cu acest fapt si mai divers va invit (pe cei care nu stiti deja) s3 « gugaliti » care
e diferenta intre cosmonauti si astronauti. Despre diferentele intre cele doua
ape, daca e interes, poate intr-un numar viitor.

? Galina, fiica mai micd a cosmonautului, ndscuta in martie 1961, a solicitat s&

.se inregistreze marca luri Alekseevici Gagarin. Conform expertilor, marca Gaga-

rin valoreaza cateva mii de milioane de ruble - aproximativ 24 milioane € -, in-
formeazad agentia RIA-Novosti. A prezentat aceastd cerere. Nu vdd nimic rusinos,
reprobabil in acest caz, mai ales dacd tinem cont c¢d multi au obtinut beneficii
de pe urma numelui Gagarin. De ce nu ar putea sd o facd familia lui?, a precizat

seful Roscosmos, Anatoli Perminov.
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iar dacd au ales sd aplice si tim-
brul emis cusaceastd ocazie be-
neficiau si de stampila P.Z. din
partea angajatilor Postei italiene.

lar surprizele organizatorilor
nu s-au oprit aici. Cei pasionati
de astrofilatelie si cucerirea cos-
mosului au avut ocazia sa achizi-
tioneze un alt volum special,
intr-o conditie grafica de excep-
tie, bogat ilustrat, cu informatii
rare ce pentru prima data se ga-
sesc adunate la un loc si anume
lucrarea intitulata Propaganda e
Pragmatismo - in gara per la
conquista della luna - una lettura
astrofilatelica della storia - a
aceluiasi omniprezent si poliva-
lent Umberto Cavallaro.

Torino a fost pentru aceasta
perioada inima celebrérilor spa-
tiale, cu un puternic accent pe
filatelie!

La doar doud saptamani dupa
Torino, in perioada 29 aprilie - 3
mai, la Venetia, Federatia socie-
tatilor filatelice italiene si Aso-
ciatia pentru studiul istoriei pos-
tale - Italia organizau expozitia
nationala VENEZIA 2011.

Expozitia a avut parte de o
deosebita promovare si s-a bucu-
rat de participarea a numerosi
expozanti la majoritatea claselor
de expunere, exponatele aces-
tora pu- tand fi admirate pe cele
doua nivele ale impresionantelor
sali de expozitie amenajate in ca-
drul terminalului 103 din portul
Venetia.

Expozantii s-au Tnscris la cla-
sele: astrofilatelie, maximafilie,
istorie postala clasica, istorie
pos- tala diacronica sau filatelie
traditionala clasica.

In clasa de astrofilatelie au fost
prezentate opt exponate insu-
mand 532 file'de expunere, dintre
care unul la clasa un panou.

Cu toata sustinerea Dorei,
partenera mea de viata, si a lui
Amza, fiul meu de doi ani, care
deja spunea ca tata lucreaza la
aeroport, am pornit iar la drum
spre Venetia.

Mai putin surprinzatorare din
punct de vedere astrofilatelic pen-
tru mine, deoarece vazusem deja
majoritatea exponatelor la Torino,
expozitia a reunit Tnsa spuma co-
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lectiilor filatelistilor italieni.
Expozitia a avut parte de un
bine reprezentat targ atat din
partea colectionarilor, dar mai
ales din partea dealer-ilor de
profil din Italia si imprejurimi.
Au fost realizate cateva stam-

3 Colectionarii de «fumetti» sunt cei
pasionati de benzi desenate, terme-
nul facand aluzie la «bulele» specifice
acestor publicatii Tn care este trecut
textul rostit de personaje.

pile tematice, puse la dispozitie

colectionarilor pe parcursul celor
cinci zile de expozitie, iar Posta
italiand prezenta la eveniment a
oferit colectionarilor noile rea-
lizari, inclusiv nou - aparutul tim-
bru adeziv Gagarin in mapa spe-
ciald, mapa care s-a epuizat de-
indata. O surpriza pentru mine a
reprezentat-o prezenta la un etaj
inferior (dar tot parte a ppp
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evenimentului) a colectionarilor
de fumetti termen a carui ori-
gine, trebuie sa recunosc, am
aflat-o cu aceasta ocazie.®

Dar seara intr-adevar deose-
bita Tn ce ma priveste a reprezen-
tat-o seara palmaresului, la care
am participat mai mult la insis-
tentele Dorei. De aici lucrurile au
avut o trasdtura amuzanta pen-
tru mine si de aceea imi permit
sa v-o istorisesc ca atare, cu
smile-urile de rigoare.

Participantii la seara palmare-
sului erau vadit surprinsi de pre-
zenta mea la eveniment. Eram
necunoscutul cu varsta sub me-
die si singurul cu sacou albicios
de in, intr-o mare de fracuri neg-
re - poate ospatarii erau si ei in
alb. Incepand cu portarul de la
hotelul de cinci stele de pe Canal
Grande, care mi-a spus politicos
ca totul este full (desi nu era -
erau si alte sali pe langa cea unde
avea loc palmaresul), si care m-a
lasat Tnduntru doar cand i-am
prezentat invitatia, cei prezenti
aveau si ei aceasi privire semi-
incruntata si intrebatoare. Am
fost chiar intrebat la un moment
dat, prin intermediul baiatului
unui comesean (care recunostea
ca stie engleza), daca am partici-
pat si eu cu un exponat la ace-
asta expozitie. I-am raspuns in
italiana ca s/, explicandu-i toto-
data ‘ca sunt din Romania si ca
limbile noaste au o sumedenie
de similitudini etc., cd pot vorbi
in italiana desi nu am studiat-o la
scoala dar ca ma descurc mult
mai bine in engleza.

Am continuat sa povestim.
Astrofilatelia nu Il-a impresio-
nat... oarecum insa acum se jus-
tifica varsta mea mult mai mica
fata de grelele clase de istorie
postala. Oricum eram obisnuit...
din clasa intai de cand colec-
tionez exclusiv cosmos, la club si
pe la targuri, din micile ironii gen
cosmonautule da ceva timbre de
pe pdmdnt nu-ti trebe? nu am
fost slabit. Am perseverat, iar
acum m-am dus sd ma verific la
o expozitie unde se aplica regu-
lamentul F.I.P.

Au avut surpjlza (ce sa mai zic
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Fig. 5 - Plic, in legatura cu marca postala din URSS (Soiuz-Apollo)
emisa la 8 mai 1975, obliterata cu stampila ocazionala a lansarii
zborului comun Soiuz-Apollo, la 18 iulie 1975 (data la care plicurile
au fost semnate) si obliterata de asemenea cu stampila postala
duplicat a Cosmodromului Baikonur, care a fost utilizata la Moscova
de compania de comert exterior pentru materiale filatelice - Kniga
(plic tip nr. 5).

Din colectia Umberto Cavallaro, presedinte ASIT.AF.

Fig. 5 - Cover, bearing the USSR Soyuz-Apollo’s stamp issued
on May 8", 1975, backdated however after flight with the special
postmark for launch day of the mission adjusted to July 18", 1975
(the date on which the covers were signed) and cancelled also with
the duplicate of the Baikonur Cosmodrome postmark which was used
in Moscow for collectors' covers by Kniga, the trading company
for export of philatelic items (cover type no. 5).

From colection of Umberto Cavallaro president of AS.IT.AF.

de uimirea mea) sa ma vad che-
mat ultimul pe podium la acorda-
rea medaliei de Aur la clasa de
astrofilatelie pentru exponatul
Soviet’s International Manned
Space Flights si rechemat pentru
felicitarile juriului (Fig. 6). lar
pentru mine surprizele nu se ter-
minau aici. Dupa ce i-am mul-
tumit domnului Michele Caso,
comisarul F.S.F.l. care mi-a inma-
nat medalia si diplomele, am fost
rechemat de catre presedintele
AS.IT.AF Umberto Cavallaro pen-
tru decernarea premiului Best in
the class. Satisfactia mea a atins
cote paroxistice iar incruntarile
preschimbate magic in zambete
ale celor prezenti, dublate de

intrebarile de gen de unde spu-

neai ca esti ? au fost cireasa de
pe tort.

Am reprezentat cu mandrie
asociatia filatelistilor italieni dar

ma bucur ca sunt un filatelist
roman si chiar daca astrofilatelia
este tanara si putin apreciata sau
inteleasa inclusiv printre fila-
telisti, sper ca evenimentele spa-
tiale de anul acesta sa o reinvie
catusi de putin iar eu sa fi contri-
buit cu mica mea parte... inclusiv
prin aceasta istorioara.

Multumesc pe aceasta cale
prietenului meu Umberto Caval-
laro si AS.ITAF fara de care
aceasta poveste astrofilatelica nu
ar fi existat.

Vadim-Alexandru BARTOS (Alec
Bartos) nascut 19.09.75 Cluj-
Napoca, visual artist freelancer.
Llcent t al Academlel Arte I. An-
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TORINO INCONTRA

VENEZIA 2011
Vadim-Alec BARTOS

As a member of AS.IT.AF (Ita-
lian Astrophilatelists Association)
| have had the honor to partici-
pate to two events held in Italy:
the «TORINO INCONTRA» non-
competitive astrophilately exhibi-
tion and the VENEZIA 2011
national exhibition.

The first one mentioned 50
Anni di volo umano nello spatzio
which took place in Torino bet-
ween 11™"-14%" of April 2011, the
exhibitors had the occasion to
take part in meetings, confe-
rences and debates during those
four days, in different locations in
the city. Along with the opportu-
nity to gather breaking news in-
formation in the matter of space
exploration from people directly
involved!, those present there
had the honor to meet some of
the outer space explorers. First
class guests, American astronaut
Walter Cunningham (Apollo 7),
Russian spaceman Valerij Ivano-
vich Tokarev (STS-96, Soyuz TMA-
7, 1SS Expedition 12) and Italian
astronaut Maurizio Cheli (STS-75)
presented different papers and
participated at meetings with the
audience.

The author of the book The All
American Boys, the human side of
the space program, Mr. Walter
Cunningham, presented a revised
edition of the book at its first Ita-
lian translation. The presentations
took place both in Torino and
Milan, on this occasion | had had
the extraordinary opportunity to

stand along side Mr. Walter Cun-
ningham and his wife Dot for two
days, in Milan, and in the com-
pany of the president of AS.IT.AF,
Mr. Umberto Cavallaro, in the sur-
roundings of Torino. This is not
the first occasion | have had to
meet a spaceman or an astro-
naut, but it was yet again confir-
med for me (as if it was needed)
that | am with these super-peo-
ple, some really special PEOPLE, a
true example for anyone of cha-
racter, ambition, devotement, sel-
flessness (and the list can go on to
the moon and back) and last but
not least, an example of modesty!
Mr. Cavallarro was the soul of
these events. His passion for as-
trophilately and space exploration
animated all participants and de-
termined the achievement of hi-
ghest events. Among these
events a special attention was
paid of course to the astrophilate-
lic exhibition. | was invited to take
part of it, as participant with my
exhibit Soviet’s International
Manned Space Flights and also as
designer of issued items on this
occasion (posters, picture post-
cards - Fig.1, postmark etc).
TORINO INCONTRA astrophila-
telic non-competitive exhibition,
that was held within the mentio-
ned events, between 12 and 14 of
April 2011, presented to the
guests exhibits awarded with gold
medals including museum items.
Among these the envelopes flown
to the Moon (Fig. 2-4) from Mr.
Cavallaro collection, one of the 25
flown envelopes from Apollo-
Soyuz (spaceman Valerij Tokarev
confirmed this fact), item also
from the collection of AS.IT.AF

1 Torino has institutes and companies that directly handle research and space
exploration, collaborations with the European Space Agency and contracts re-
garding the maintenance and development of the International Space Station -
so that, a fun fact, the water drank at the ISS orbital station comes from rivers
from the Torino region. Also, another fun fact, the water is different for space-
men and astronauts. An even more interesting fun fact, | invite all of you (who
don’t already know) to ‘google’ the difference between a cosmonaut and an as-
tronaut. Regarding the differences between those waters, if there is any interest,

| might write in the next paper.

2 Galina, the youngest daughter of the cosmonaut, born March 1961, requested
to register lurii Alekseevici Gagarin's trademark. According to experts, ‘Gagarin’
trademark is worth several thousands of million Roubles - approximately 24 mil-
lion € - says the RIA-Novosti agency. She presented this request. | see nothing of
shame or condemnation in doing so, especially if we keep in mind that many
have benefited from the use of Gagarin’s name. Why couldn’t the family also
do that?, stated Roscosmos manager, Anatoli Perminov.

event

President (Fig. 5) or the Soviet ori-
ginal telegrams from Mr. Renzo
Monateri collection where Nikita
S. Hrushciov congratulated luri
Gagarin.

At the exhibition from Torino
participated also 17 collectors.

On this occasion also the Ita-
lian Post launched at Torino (due
once again to the indefatigable
Umberto Cavallaro) the adhesive
postage stamp of €0.75 celebra-
ting the 50° Anniversario del
primo volo umano nello spazio
designed by G. Milite and where |
presented a lay-out for the first
day postmark which was changed
in the last minute because of the
possible copyright problems rai-
sed by Gagarin’s family’>. The
stamp was at the disposal of the
present ones for realizing their
own items and also in a familiar
manner for the Romanian collec-
tors - a special booklet in a limited
run printing comprising all phila-
telic items issued on this occasion
by Italian Post.

The present ones had the op-
portunity to buy the book of Mr.
Cunninham and to get his auto-
graph, and if they choose to affix
the stamp issued on this occasion
they received also the first day
postmark from the Italian Post
employees.

But the surprises of the orga-
nizers did not stop here. Those in-
terested in astrophilately and
conquest of the outer space had
the opportunity to get other spe-
cial book in an exceptionally gra-
phic design, plentifully illustrated,
with rare information which are
gathered together for the first
time, so that the book entitled
Propaganda e Pragmatismo - in
gara per la conquista della luna -
una lettura astrofilatelica della
storia - of the same omnipresent
and polyvalent U. Cavallaro.

Torino was in this period of
time the heart of the space cele-
brations with a powerful accent
on philately!

Only two weeks after Torino,
from April 29" to May 3, in Ve-
nice the Federation of the Italian
Philatelic Society and the ppp
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Association for the study of postal
history - Italy organized VENEZIA
2011 national exhibition.

The exhibition benefits of a
special promotion and of nume-
rous exhibitors at almost all exhi-
bition classes, their exhibits being
admired on the two levels of the
imposing exhibition halls of the
103 terminal of the Port of Ve-
nice. The exhibitors were inscri-
bed in the following classes:
astrophilately, maximaphily, clas-
sical postal history, diachronic
postal history or classical traditio-
nal philately.

In the class of astrophilately
were displayed 8 exhibits having
532 sheets, one of it being at One
Frame class.

Having the entire support of
Dora, my partner of life and of
Amza, my sun of two years old
who already said that his father is
working at the airport, | went to
Venice.

Much less surprising for me
from astrophilatelic point of view,
because I've already seen the ma-
jority of exhibits in Torino, the
exhibition reunited the best exhi-
bits of the Italian collectors.

The exhibition had a represen-
tative fair of the collectors and es-
pecially of the dealers in domain
from Italy and surroundings.

Some special thematic post-
marks were made and put at the
collectors disposal all five days of
the exhibition and the Italian Post
present at the event offered to the
collectors the new issues, inclu-
ding also the new issued adhesive
stamp Gagarin in a special folder
which instantly was distributed.

It was a surprise for me to see
at the lower floor fumetti collec-
tors, (as part of the event also),
the origin of the term being dis-
covered by me on this occasion.?

But the special evening for me
was the Palmares evening, were |
took part at Dora’s insistences.
From this point the things turned
into an amusant way for me and
that why | take the permission to
tell you the story as it was, with
the smiles involved.

Those present at the Palmares
evening were obviously surprised
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by my presence
to the event. |
was the unk-
nown one of a-
ge under the
average age,
with an white
linen jacket in a
crowded of
black taxitos -
purhaps  the
waiters were al-
so in white. Be-
ginning with the
doormen of the
five stars hotel
from the Canal Grande who po-
litely told me that all is full (even if
in fact it was not - there were
other halls beside that of the Pal-
mares) and who let me in only
after | show him the invitation, the
present persons had also the same
semi- and interrogatively look. |
was asked at one moment, by a
boy of a someone staying at the
same table with me (who knew
English) if | took part as exhibitor
to the exhibition and | answered in
Italian language that si, explaining
that | am from Romania and our
languages have many similarities
etc and | can speak Italian even if |
did not study it in school, but | pre-
fer English.

We continue to speak. Astro-
philately did not impress him...
but now my lower age was a little
bit justified comparing with that
of those people from postal his-
tory. However, | was used to it...
from my first school year when |
started collecting only space
topic, in clubs and fairs, from
small ironies such as hey, cosmos
guy, how about some earth
stamps? | wasn’t weakened. |
held strong, and now | am going
to check myself at an exhibit
where they apply the F.I.P. rules.

They were surprised (to talk
some more about my humble-
ness) to see me being the last one
called on the stage to award the
Gold medal in astrophilately class

-for the exhibit Soviet’s Internatio-

nal Manned Space Flights and re-
called for the jury to congratulate
me again (Fig. 6). But for me the
surprises did not end here. After

thanking Mr. Michele Caso,
commissioner of F.S.F.l., who han-
ded me the medal and my diplo-
mas, | was recalled by the
president of AS.ITAF. Umberto
Cavallaro to hand me the award
for Best in the class... My satisfac-
tion touched paroxysmal heights
and the frowns were magically
transformed to smiles from those
present there, doubled by ques-
tions such as From where did you
say you come from? that were
the icing on the cake.

| proudly represented the Ita-
lian Philatelic Association, but |
am happy to be a Romanian phi-
latelist and, even though astro-
philately is young and not really
appreciated or understood com-
pletely amongst philatelists, |
hope that this year’s space events
will revive even a little and that |
had a small contribution... also
through this small story.

By these means, | would like to
thank my friend Umbero Caval-
laro and AS.IT.AF, without whom
this astrophilately story couldn’t
have been.

3 Fumetti” collectors are the most pas-
sionate comic book collectors, the
word pointing to the specific ,bubbles”
of those publications in which the text
spoken by the character is written.

Vadim-Alexandru BARTOS, (Alec
Bartos) born 19.09.75 in Cluj-
Napoca, freelancer visual artist.
Bachelor of Arts Academy lon An-
dreescu - mural painting and res-
toration. Specialities: astrophilately
‘and space topic. Contact: alec.bar-




