Eugene Cernan, commander of
Apollo 17, still holds the distinction
of being the last man to walk on the
Moon, as no humans have visited
theMoonsinceDecember14,1972.
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The four-wheel, lightweight
vehicle greatly extended the
lunar area that could be
exploredby humans.

If | can call the Moon my home long before
today’s generation of young adults were even
born,thenlchallenge themand their childrento
tellmewhatintheir lifetime is impossible.




The First Official Baikonur Postmark by Julius Cacka

Five different cancelling devices were used in Baikonur
between 1975 and 1996. Although at first sight their shape
may recall the traditional cancelling devices, they were not
true date stamps. Originally the idea was to use them only
for special events which, in the cosmodrome, were mainly
spacecraft launches. It was the pressure from both
collectors and stamp dealers, together with the
requirements of the State propaganda that brought about
daily use of the date stamp.

One must bear in mind that at that time there wasn’t in the
Baikonur Cosmodrome a building with the label “Baikonur
Post Office” or similar. All the Baikonur post offices were
named “Leninsk”’

Interest in the Baikonur covers not only prompted the
duplication of date stamps in order to cope with the
commercial requests coming from abroad (and, as today,
Russian Authorities never clarified how many cancelling
devices were actually in use) but also to the production of
several forged cancels. In fact, since Russians officially admit
the existence of one single duplicate, made available to
satisfy requests from abroad,— to the detriment of the
collectors — | must pragmatically consider as forged all the
other existing cancelling devices.

First of all, two different versions are known of the first
postmark ,KOSMODROM BAIKONUR" (KOCMOpPOM
BAMKOHYP) which has a diameter of 25 mm and was used
from 1975 to 1980. The size of the postmark is slightly
different in the two types and, with the help of a magnifier,
few peculiarities may be valued.
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The two postmarks mainly differ from each other in respect
of the wording ,,CCCP“ and ,,KOSMO/ZIPOM BAMKOHYP*.
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Type | (above left) : the second character "C" is approx 2.7
mm wide and 1,5 mm high.

Type lI: the second character "C" is approx 3.0 mm wide and
1,2 mm high

“KOSMO/ZPOM BAMKOHYP*,

The two types mainly differ re the shape of the letter »K“ and
of the second letter ,0“ in the word ,KOSMOZPOM* and
then for the shape of the letter ,5“ and »Y“ in the word
+BANKOHYP“. The letter "O" in type | has a distinct conical
shape getting thinner toward the middle of the stamp

Type | cancels have been identified only on postal documents
coming directly from Baikonur. The first known use of the
Baikonur postmark Type | bears the date 27.4.1975

According to the available data, we know that this postmark
was used for the first time at the temporary post office, in
service at the Hotel "Kosmonaut" in Leninsk, where it was
used to cancel registered mail. On April 27 and 28,1975 this
postmark was mainly used to cancel mail directed to foreign
countries. And this confirms the assumption that the main
reason for this operation was on one hand the State
propaganda for the ASTP mission and, on the other hand, the
intention to draw the attention of the American partners,
who would participate in the joint flight, towards cancelling
postal documents at the launch location.

SOYUZ - U.5.5.8.
Lecnov » Kubasov

Stafford » Brand « Slayton

Cover with postmark 28.4.1975, addressed to USA

Very likely we can state that some twenty covers have been
mailed altogether. According to the available data, this date
stamp was officially used for the first time to postmark the
Soviet cacheted covers Nr. 2127 (Space Conquerors), Nr.
8249 (15" Cosmonautics Day), Nr. 8642 (Nikolaus Kopernik),







